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PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this policy is to serve as a guide for the officers of the Fitchburg State University 
Police Department when they are conducting preliminary and. follow-up investigations. It is 
important that the officers have a clear understanding that the most significant factor determining 
the success of an investigation is often that information gathered by the first responding officers. 

POLICY: 

It is the policy of the Fitchburg State University Police Department to conduct investigations for 
the purpose of solving crimes or incidents; to prosecute offenders; and to recover stolen property. 
Investigation of certain university policy violations may also be conducted, as they become known 
to this department. 

PROCEDURE: 

I. General Investigation Considerations

A. Sworn officers of the Fitchburg State University Police Department are responsible for
conducting investigations for all calls they are dispatched to or become aware of during their
shifts. This allows the Fitchburg State University Police Department to provide 24 hour
investigative capabilities.

1. The department detectives may assist officers in their investigations or take over an
investigation if the incident being investigated requires specialized training or additional
resources not readily available to patrol.
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